ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NUMBER 23-4 


THE COUNTY BOARD OF WRIGHT COUNTY HEREBY ORDAINS: 


Article I— Amendment to Chapter 150 General Provision 
Sec. 1 
§ 150.01 OFFICIAL MAP; LAND FOR FUTURE PUBLIC USE 
Amend § 150.01 (D(1) as follows: 


(1) Appeals. 

(1) Whenever a building permit or land use or zoning approval is denied pursuant to this 
section, the owner of the land may appeal to the County Board of Adjustment pursuant to § 
155.026 454926 of this code of ordinances. In the event of such an appeal, the County Zoning 
Administrator shall notify any governmental entity which has an interest in the official map or 
the land in question. Upon appeal, the Board of Adjustment may issue the permit or approval 
only if it finds that: 


(a) The entire property belonging to the owner cannot be put to a reasonable use 
unless such a permit or approval is granted; and 


(b) Balancing the interest of the county in preserving the integrity of the official map 
and the interest of the owner in the use of the property, issuance of such permit or 
approval is required by considerations of justice and equity. 


Article II — Amendment to Chapter 155 Zoning 
Sec. 1 
§ 155.999 PENALTY 


After § 155.999 (C) insert the following: 


(D) Notice of violation. The County shall provide a written notice to the property owner or to 
any person responsible for such violation, identifying the property in question, indicating the 
nature of the violation, and ordering the action necessary to correct it, including a reasonable 
time period to remedy the violation. Additional written notices may be provided at the discretion 
of the enforcement official or the Zoning Administrator. Where the violation involves work 
being done contrary to the provisions of this zoning ordinance, the Zoning Administrator may 
order the work stopped. No further work shall be undertaken while a stop-work order is in effect. 
Failure to comply with a stop-work order is a crime. 


Sec. 2 
§ 155.999 PENALTY 


After § 155.999 (D) insert the following: 


(E) Enforcement without notice. Whenever the County finds that an emergency exists in relation 
to the enforcement of the provision of the zoning ordinance which requires immediate action to 
protect the health, safety or welfare of occupants of any structure, or the public, the County may 
seek immediate enforcement without prior written notice, notwithstanding any other provision of 
this chapter. 


Sec. 3 
§ 155.999 PENALTY 


After § 155.999 (E) insert the following: 


(F) Conditional use permit or interim use permit revocation. 


(1) In general. The zoning administrator shall have the authority to recommend revocation of 
a conditional use permit or interim use permit to the Planning Commission when the 
zoning administrator has determined that the terms of such approval have been violated, 
subject to subdivisions (D) and (E) above. 


(2) Revocation hearing. The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing to determine 
whether there has been a violation of the conditional use permit or interim use permit and 
whether the conditional use permit or interim use permit shall be revoked or amended. 
Not less than ten (10) days before such public hearing, the zoning administrator shall 
mail notice of the hearing to any person responsible for such violation, the owner(s) of 
record of the subject property, and all other person and entities as required in section 
155.029(C)(3). The failure to give mailed notice to individual property owners, or defects 


in the notice, shall not invalidate the proceedings, provided a bona fide attempt to comply 
with this section has been made. 


Article 11] — Amendment to Chapter 155 Zoning 


Sec. 1 


§ 155.025 ZONING ADMINISTRATOR. 
Amend § 155.025(C) Zoning Administrator as follows: 


(C) Appeals of the Zoning Administrator. All findings and decisions of the zoning 
administrator, Building Official, Environmental Health Supervisor, Feedlot Administrator or 
other official involved in the administration or the enforcement of this zoning ordinance shall be 
final subject to appeal to the Board of Adjustment, except as otherwise provided by this zoning 
ordinance. Appeals may be initiated by any affected person by filing the appeal with the Zoning 
Administrator on a form approved by the Zoning Administrator and by paying the required fee. 
All appeals shall be filed within 30 15 calendar days of the date of the decision or adoption of 
this chapter. All appeals must state the basis for the appeal at the time of filing the appeal. The 


Zoning Administrator is prohibited from accepting for filing an application of an untimely 
appeal. Timely filing of an appeal shall stay all proceedings in the action appealed, unless the 


Zoning Administrator certifies to the Board of Adjustment, with service of a copy to the 
applicant, that a stay would cause imminent peril to life or property, in which case the 
proceedings shall not be stayed. 


Sec. 2 
§ 155.026 APPEALS AND THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT. 
Amend § 155.026 (B) as follows: 
(B) General duties and responsibilities; variances and administrative appeals. 


(1) The Board of Adjustment shall act upon all requests for variances and upon all questions 
as they may arise in the administration of this chapter, including the interpretation of zoning 
maps, and it shall hear and decide appeals from and review any order, requirement, decision or 
determination made by any administrative official charged with enforcing this chapter. Such 
appeal may be taken by any person, firm or corporation aggrieved, or by any officer, department, 
board or bureau of a town, municipality, county or state. The Board of Adjustment shall be 


without jurisdiction to hear any untimely appeals. 
Sec. 3 


§ 155.027 PLANNING COMMISSION. 
Amend § 155.027 (B) as follows: 


(B) The removal of any member for non-performance of duty or misconduct in office shall be 
by resolution of the County Board of Commissioners. Any member that misses three 
consecutive Planning Commission meetings or who fails to attend 50% of the Planning 
Commission meetings in one calendar year may be removed from office by resolution of the 
Wright County Board of Commissioners. 


Sec. 4 


§ 155.028 ZONING AMENDMENTS. 


Amend § 155.028 (B) as follows: 


(B) Procedure. 


() 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


An amendment to the text of this chapter or zoning map may be initiated by the County 
Board of Commissioners, the Planning Commission, the Zoning Administrator, or by 
application of a property owner. Any amendment not initiated by the Planning 
Commission shall be referred to the Planning Commission for review and may not be 
acted upon by the County Board until it has received the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation. Planniie-Commission recommendations. Notwithstanding the 

aforementioned, the Zoning Administrator is authorized to refer any application filed 
under this section from the Planning Commission prior to it receiving a recommendation 
and refer the application directly to the County Board in the event the application has the 
potential to violate the time limits established under Minnesota Statute § 15.99. 


Individuals wishing to initiate an amendment application form shall submit it to the 
Zoning Administrator and pay the required fee. 


Written notice of public hearings on the proposed amendment shall be sent to the 
governing bodies of towns and municipalities located within two miles of the property to 
be rezoned within the county. In unincorporated areas, the property owners of record 
within one-half mile of the property zoning amendment. In incorporated areas, the 
property owners within 500 feet of the property in question shall be notified in writing 
of the proposed zoning amendment. 
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Board. The recommendation of the Planning Commission will be referred to the County 


Board atis-nextresular meeting following the hearing recommending approval, 
disapproval, neutral response, or modified approval of the proposed amendment. 


The County Board will act musttake-actier on the application within 60-days folowing 
after referral by the Planning Commission. The County Board shall review the 
application based on the record compiled by the Planning Commission and the Zoning 
Administrator. The County Board may, in exceptional and rare circumstances on 
matters of significant public interest, order a second public hearing to be conducted 


during a board meeting or as part of a committee of the board. The person making the 
application shall be notified of the action taken. The Zoning Administrator shall 


maintain records of amendments to the text and zoning map of this chapter. 


(5) No application of a property owner for an amendment to the text of this chapter or the 
zoning map shall be considered by the Planning Commission within one-year period 
following denial of such request; except, the Planning Commission may permit a new 
application, if in the opinion of the Planning Commission, new evidence or a change of 
circumstances warrant it. 


Article T1V —- Amendment to Chapter 155 Zoning 


Sec. 1 


§ 155.098 ESSENTIAL SERVICES 
Amend § 155.098 by adding the following after subdivision (G): 


(H) Energy Storage Systems. Energy storage system are not an essential service but are 


permitted in business and industrial districts provided the energy storage system, including 
battery technology. has less than 100 kilowatt hours (kWh) of capacity. An energy storage 


system, including battery technology, which does not exceed 100 kilowatt hours (kWh) of 
capacity is permitted in all agricultural or residential districts only as an accessory use to a 
primary dwelling. Energy storage systems, including battery technology, which exceed 100 
kilowatt hours (kWh) of capacity are prohibited in all zoning districts. An “energy storage 


system” has the meaning given in Minnesota Statute § 216B.2422. subdivision 1, paragraph 


(2022). 


Effective Date: 


These ordinance amendments shall be effective upon passage and publication. 


Chair, Wright County Board of Commissioners 


ATTEST: 


Dated: December 19, 2023 
Lee Kelly 
Wright County Administrator 


